CHAPTER VII

THE earliest civilization of southern India is
generally ascribed to the Dravidians.    And
most authorities consider that this people came
from northern India.    It has been supposed that
they were displaced by the invading Aryas.

Dr. Caldwell, a very eminent authority, asks :
" Were the Dravidians identical with the Dasyus,
by whom the progress of the Aryans was disputed,
and who were finally subdued and incorporated
with the Aryan race, as their serfs and depen-
dants ?m Here, as elsewhere, it is assumed
that the Aryas were conquerors, who reduced
the Asuras to slavery. It has already been
shown, however, in these pages, that this was not
the case. We have seen that there was a fusion
of the two peoples. We have also seen that,
whatever may have been the fate of the abori-
gines, the Asuras were not subdued by the Aryas
and never became their serfs or dependants,
but were gradually converted to Aryan usages.

Dr.   Caldwell   himself   says:     " Neither the
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